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INTRODUCTION 


The  day — the  3rd  September,  1939 — marks,  among  other 
things,  the  beginning  of  a chapter  in  the  constructive  scheme  of 
health  improvement  when  its  steady  progress  was  complicated  by 
the  onset  of  threatened  destruction. 

On  that  day  the  activities  of  health  administrators  were 
immediately  focused  upon  an  entirely  new  departure  in  health 
administration,  viz.,  the  means  of  protecting  life  against  bombs 
as  well  as  bacteria. 

Although  twelve  months  of  crises  had  preceded  that  day, 
during  which  time  ideas  were  being  formed  and  plans  formulated 
with  a view  to  creating  a service  the  like  of  which  no  precedent 
or  experience  existed  in  this  country,  the  suddenness  of  the  call 
to  action  produced  a wave  of  eagerness  to  put  into  operation 
those  plans  for  the  acid  test.  Where  apathy  had  previously 
existed,  service  was  quickly  offered;  where  knowledge  in  aiding 
the  injured  was  lacking,  this  was  desired;  there  was  an  awaken- 
ing to  the  true  facts  concerning  preparedness. 

Whereas  the  activities  of  many  local  government  depart- 
ments can,  with  little  or  no  vital  depreciation  to  the  community, 
be  suspended  and  directed  towards  other  spheres  of  war  effort, 
such  is  not  so  in  the  case  of  a health  department.  The  mainten- 
ance of  a high  degree  of  health  is  vitally  important  in  order  to 
continue  a struggle  such  as  has  begun.  Not  only  must  normal 
health  be  maintained;  there  must  be  increased  vigilance  in  order 
to  combat  the  altered  conditions  of  life  under  war  conditions 
which  tend  to  produce  a reduction  in  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  essential  food,  lack  of  sleep,  shelter  life,  nervous  strain, 
exposure,  etc. — all  of  which  lower  resistance  to  disease.  An 
enemy  having  bacteria  as  his  ally  and  attacking  with  the  object 
of  lowering  the  vitality  of  his  adversary,  is  more  certain  of 
success  than  by  the  use  of  mechanical  devices  to  attempt  his 
destruction. 
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Furthermore  the  evils  of  post-war  depression  are  usually 
reflected  in  the  health  of  the  community,  so  schemes  to  overcome 
those  must  now  also  be  prepared.  Changes  in  prevailing  schemes 
must  be  expected  whereby  the  means  to  health  which  are  avail- 
able to  the  minority  can  be  made  equally  available  to  the 
majority,  so  that  the  whole  may  benefit  one  from  another. 

Let  it  be  understood  then  that  the  prospect  of  bomb  effect 
must  not  reduce  but  rather  tend  to  increase  to  a degree  greater 
than  ever  before  those  energies  which  are  directed  against 
bacterial  infection  and  lowered  vitality. 


F.  W.  C.  BROWN. 


December,  1940. 


SECTION  1 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres) 4,170 

Population  (Census  1931,  revised) 32,075 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  1939  31,690 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  at  31st  December,  1938  ...  10,354 

Rateable  Value  1938-39  £161,076 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  in  1938-39  £634 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

BIRTHS  DURING  1939. 


Legitimate  ... 

Males  189  Females 

177 

Total 

366 

Illegitimate 

Males  3 Females 

7 

Total 

10 

Birth  rate,  11.9. 

— 

376 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Legitimate  . . . 

Males  10  Females 

6 

Total 

16 

Illegitimate 

Males  — Females 

1 

Total 

1 

17 

DEATHS. 

Males  224.  Females  254.  Total  478. 
Death  rate,  15.1. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Number  of  Deaths  per 

Deaths.  1,000  Births. 

Legitimate  16 

Illegitimate  1 

— 45.2 

17 

INQUESTS. 

Twenty-seven  deaths  occurred  under  circumstances  which 
necessitated  investigations  being  made  by  the  Coroner.  The 
following  are  the  certified  causes  of  these  deaths: — 


1.  Natural  Causes  19 

2.  Accidental  Death  2 

3.  Misadventure  2 

4.  Suicide  by  Drowning  1 

5.  Suicide  by  Coal  Gas  Poisoning  1 

6.  Suicide  by  Hanging  2 


Total  27 
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TABLE  1 . — REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN. 

Cause  of  Death.  Males.  Females 

All  Causes  224  254 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

Measles 1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 1 

Influenza 3 6 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 6 4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 2 1 

Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes-Dorsalis  2 1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 33  38 

Diabetes 4 5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 15  14 

Heart  Disease 70  97 

Aneurysm 10  2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  22  8 

Bronchitis  4 5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 8 14 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Peptic  Ulcer  4 1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years  of  age) 1 

Appendicitis 1 2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc 1 2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 3 5 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 4 4 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

Malformations,  etc 4 9 

Senility - 5 12 

Suicide 3 1 

Other  Violence 10  5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 17  16 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 


8 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY 
THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

(1)  Far  Fevers  and  Tuberculosis. 

The  Borough  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  admitted  572 
cases  of  general  infectious  disease.  The  number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  in  addition  was  65,  thereby  making  a total  of  637 
admissions  for  the  year.  Details  of  the  various  districts  from 
which  the  different  forms  of  infectious  diseases  were  admitted 
are  stated  in  Tables  2 and  3. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  the  accommodation  in  the 
Mottram  Old  Road  Hospital  was  utilised  to  supplement  that 
available  at  the  main  hospital. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  TREATED  IN  HOSPITAL,  DURING  1939. 
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TABLE  3. 


CASES  ADMITTED  FROM  NEIGHBOURING  DISTRICTS. 


DISTRICT. 
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Auden  shaw  

20 

12 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

32 

Romiley  

30 

3 

■— 

— 

- — 

— - 

1 

34 

Denton  

26 

10 

1 

— 

— - 

— - 

— 

37 

Disley  

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Dukinfield  

6 

14 

1 

- — - 

- — 

— 

2 

23 

Hazel  Grove  

10 

35 

2 

4 

— - 

— 

8 

59 

Marple  

7 

19 

— 

— 

- — 

— - 

8 

34 

Mossley  

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

13 

Stalybridge  

10 

38 

1 

— 

1 

2 

9 

61 

Ashton  

11 

55 

6 

— 

3 

— 

12 

87 

t Others  

7 

25 

— 

1 

— 

— _ 

2 

35 

OUTSIDE  TOTALS 

132 

212 

11 

5 

4 

2 

48 

416 

HYDE  

90 

20 

1 

— 

2 

— 

43 

156 

GRAND  TOTAL  . . . 

222 

232 

12 

5 

6 

2 

91 

572 

j These  do  not  reserve  beds. 


(3)  Maternity. 

(a)  For  normal  cases  of  pregnancy  the  Council  have  provided  the 
Aspland  Maternity  Home,  with  accommodation  for  11  patients. 

(b)  For  abnormal  cases  the  Council  provide  for  suitable  treat- 
ment in  Stockport  Municipal  Hospital  and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Man- 
chester. During  the  year  1939,  seven  cases  were  sent  for  treatment. 

(4)  Children. 

The  majority  of  children  are  sent  for  Hospital  treatment  to 
Ashton  Infirmary  and  the  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital,  Pendlebury. 

(5)  General  Hospitals. 

The  Council  makes  contributions  to  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary  and  Ashton  Infirmary,  and  to  the  various  hospitals  in  the 
district.  Contributions  are  made  through  the  Mayor’s  Fund.  The 
amount  distributed  during  1939  was  £2,807. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


(a)  For  Infectious  Diseases: 

One  Motor  Ambulance  is  kept  for  the  removal  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  since  the  outbreak  of  war  has  been  garaged  at  the 
hospital,  and  a driver  appointed. 

The  number  of  patients  so  conveyed  to  the  Hyde  Isolation 
Hospital  during  1939  was  511,  of  which  156  were  from  Hyde  itself, 
and  355  from  areas  outside  the  Borough. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases. 

Three  Motor  Ambulances  are  kept  for  these  purposes,  and  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Constable. 

The  total  number  of  calls  in  the  Borough  and  upon  these  vehicles 
during  the  year  was  896;  55  were  cases  of  accident,  841  of  removals 
to  and  from  Hospitals,  etc. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General: 

Two  Nurses  are  employed  by  the  Hyde  District  Nursing 
Association.  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  281  cases  was  7,815. 

(b)  Midwives. 

The  Midwifery  service  in  the  Borough  is  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council.  Of  the  352  births  notified,  151  took  place 
in  the  Maternity  Home  and  the  remaining  201  were  attended 
by  district  midwives  in  the  patients’  homes.  The  district  mid- 
wives, who  are  full-time  officers  on  the  staff  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  are  four  in  number  for  this  Borough. 
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TABLE  4 


Examinations  made  at  Manchester  University  Laboratory, 
(a) 


Agglutination  Bovine  Water 


Month. 

Diphtheria 

Tests, 

Typhoid 

Tuberculosis 

Milk 

Bacter- 

iological 

Chem- 

ical 

Total. 

Positive 

Fever,  etc. 

Total 

Positive 

Total 

'l’otal 

January  .... 

75 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February  .. 

90 

12 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

March  

90 

14 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

April  

....  89 

9 

— 

8 

2 

— 

- — - 

May  

....  75 

9 

1 

— 

— 

12 

12 

June  

53 

10 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

July  

47 

5 

— 

27 

2 

— 

— 

August 

32 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

September 

52 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

October  . . . 

55 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November  . 

36 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

December 

41 

4 

— 

19 

1 

- — 

— 

735 

92 

4 

70 

5 

18 

18 

(b)  Various  Investigations. 


Nature.  No.  of  Samples. 

Urine  and  faeces  for  Typhoid  20 

CerebrowSpinal  Meningitis,  etc 8 

Haemolytic  streptococci  24 

Cultivation  tests  (various)  2 

Diphtheria  virulence  and  typing  (12)  4 

Ice  Creams  8 


Total  No.  of  specimens  in  list  (a)  845 

Total  No.  of  specimens  in  list  (to)  66 

Grand  Total  911 
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SECTION  II. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Water  for  human  consumption  is  purchased  from  the 
Manchester  Corporation.  Check  samples  are  taken  regularly  by 
the  Department  at  four  monthly  intervals  and  submitted  to 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  The  supply  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  average  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion calculated  for  the  year  was  24.52  gallons  per  day,  of  which 
16.54  gallons  were  used  for  domestic  purposes  and  the  remaining 
7.98  gallons  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Apart  from  a few  short  length  of  main  sewers,  no  important 
change  has  occurred  in  the  length  of  the  drainage  system,  which 
has  a total  length  of  41.5  miles. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tame,  a tributary  of  the  Mersey,  forms  one 
boundary  of  the  Borough.  A check  on  its  pollution  is  exercised 
by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Rivers  Board. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Eight  pail  closets  were  converted  to  w.c.’s  during  the  year. 
Seven  of  the  conversions  were  carried  out  voluntarily  by  the 
owners  concerned.  The  remaining  one  was  converted  at  the 
request  of  the  Council,  who  contributed  half  the  cost. 


The  number  of  premises  fitted  with  closets  of  the  various 
types  at  the  end  of  1939  was  approximately: — 


W.C.’s  hand 

W.C.’s  with 

flushed  and 

Chemical 

cistern  flush. 

waste  water. 

Privies. 

Pails. 

Closets 

5645  . 

4457 

16  ... 

132 

6 

14 


Public  Cleansing. 

No  important  extensions  or  improvements  have  taken  place 
in  the  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
during  the  year. 

Receptacles  in  Use. 

The  number  affecting  the  work  of  this  department  is  made 
up  as  follows: — 

Pail  Privy 

Ashbins..  Ashpits.  Closets.  Middens.  Cesspools 

10398  ...  2 ...  150  ...  16  ...  32 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  tabular  statement  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations,  1935,  and  contains  information  as  to: — 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year. 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguish- 
ing statutory  from  informal  notices. 

(c)  The  results  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1939 
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Totals 6892  i 506  35  455 


TABLE  6. 


DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  1939. 
Dwelling-houses. 

Defective  ceiling  construction  25 

,,  plaster  126 

,,  floors  90 

,,  kitchen  ranges,  fireplaces  and  flues  46 

,,  washboilers  10 

,,  windows  and  cords  173 

,,  doors  55 

,,  staircases  43 

,,  damp-proof  courses  29 

,,  sinks  44 

,,  sink  waste  pipes  7 

„ skirting  boards  17 

,,  water  supply  3 

,,  washing  facilities  2 

,,  foodstore  3 

,,  roofs  58 

,,  external  walls  rebuilt  12 

,,  pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls  87 

,,  chimneys  36 

,,  yard  paving  16 

,,  yard  walls  11 

,,  rainwater  pipes  27 

,,  eaves-gutters  25 

,,  dustbins  75 

„ drains  reconstructed  4 

,,  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  26 

,,  traps  replaced  99 

,,  H.F.  and  W.W.  closets  4 

,,  W.C.  apparatus  23 

„ W.C.  buildings  34 

Ashpits  in  use  requiring  demolition  or  conversion  2 
Ashpits  disused  requiring  demolition  or  conversion  9 
Defects  at  factories  (see  separate  table)  19 


Carried  forward  1150 
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Farms  and  Dairies. 


Defective  floors  repaired  1 

,,  internal  walls  repaired  2 

,,  natural  lighting  remedied  1 

„ ventilation  remedied  1 

At  Food  Premises  5 

At  Common  Lodging  Houses  3 

At  Slaughterhouses  2 

Shops. 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  1 

Insufficient  ventilation  1 

Miscellaneous  27 


Total  1194 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  286 

Shops  and  Offices. 

For  work  done  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  see  Tables  5 
and  6. 

Although  inspections  of  office  premises  have  been  made,  they 
have  not  been  separately  recorded. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

The  emission  of  black  smoke  is  limited  by  bye-law  to  two 
minutes  per  half-hour. 

Fifty-nine  observations  were  recorded  during  the  year  and 
informal  notices  served  in  three  cases  in  which  excessive  black 
smoke  was  emitted.  The  nuisance  was  abated  without  the  necessity 
for  further  action  in  two  cases,  and  after  service  of  a statutory 
notice  in  the  third. 
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Camping  Sites. 

The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for  camping  purposes 
is  two.  No  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  these  sites, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  campers  resident  in  the 
area  at  any  one  time  was  not  more  than  twelve. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  have  been  the  object  of  the 
usual  inspections  during  the  year. 

Outworkers. 

Lists  of  outworkers  are  received  twice  yearly  from  firms 
employing  such  labour  within  the  borough.  Lists  were  received 
during  the  year  from  five  firms  employing  five  workers.  No 
action  has  been  found  necessary  in  relation  to  the  places  at  which 
these  persons  carry  out  their  work. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
and  cleanliness  of  the  19  public  urinals  existing  in  the  town,  and 
also  for  the  control  of  the  Central  Lavatories. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  only  public  swimming  pools  in  the  area  are  the  two 
owned  by  the  Corporation. 


19 


TABLE  7. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 
Made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

)3) 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power 

86 

FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power 

OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act  (inclu- 
ding works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  including  out- 
workers’ premises)  

39 

Total  

125 

" 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


1 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

defects 
in  respect 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

of  which 
Prose- 
cut  Otis 
were  in- 
stituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S,2)  

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3)  

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.  6) 

11 

11 

Sanitary  j Insufficient  

Conveniences  j Unsuitable  or  Defective 
(S.7)  (Not  separate  for  sexes  

2 

5 

2 

5 

Other  offences  

1 

1 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921). 

Total  

\ 

19 

19 

1 

j 
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HOUSING. 

STATISTICS 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year: 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  40 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  92 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  682 

( h ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  730 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  and  1932  69 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  117 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  17 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   191 

Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  151 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year: 

Qa)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(а)  By  owners  13 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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( b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Numbers  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  16 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied : — 

(a)  By  owners  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  Nil 

(r)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  of 
1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  5 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  48 

( d ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  Nil 

Housing  Act.  1936  (Part  IV.) — Overcrowding: 

(ft)  (I)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year  78 

(II)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  81 

(III)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  552 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  9 

(c)  (I)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  85 

CUl  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  571 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


New  Houses. 

Of  the  132  houses  erected  during  the  year  92  were  erected  by 
private  enterprise,  the  remaining  40  being  built  by  the  Council 
on  the  Walker  Lane  Estate. 

Defective  Houses. 

The  Council  adopted  resolutions  in  respect  of  two  Clearance 
Areas  involving  eight  houses,  viz.,  38-44,  Hoviley,  and  1,  2,  3 and 
5,  Walker  Fold.  Appropriate  Clearance  Orders  were  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval,  but  owing  to  the  outbreak 
of  war  further  action  was  suspended  by  the  Ministry.  Represen- 
tations were  also  made  to  the  Council  respecting  eight  individual 
houses,  which  were  dealt  with  as  indicated  in  the  following 
general  table: — 

HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION. 

In  Clearance  Areas  Confirmed. 

1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939 

Houses  7 ...  8 ...  — ...  127  ...  185  ...  Nil 


Individual  Houses. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  action  taken: — 

Health  Committee’s  Decision  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  Total 


Demolition  Orders  Served  ...  10 
To  be  closed  for  human 

habitation  6 

To  remain  as  dwelling  - 
houses  upon  acceptance  of 
the  owner’s  offer  not  to  re- 
let  on  expiry  of  present 


tenancy  2 

To  be  closed  or  demolished 
on  expiry  of  present 
ownership  (due  to  serious 

illness  of  owner)  3 

Owner’s  offer  accepted  to 
render  house  fit  for  habita- 
tion   4 

Purchased  and  demolished 
by  Corporation  4 


39 

8 

5 

20 

5 

87 

10 

4 

18 

11 

2 

51 

6 

1 

9 

9 — — — — 13 

— 2 — — — 6 
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Health  Committee’s  Decision  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  Total 


Owner’s  offer  accepted  to 
execute  repairs  and  de- 
molish in  five  years  

Owner’s  offer  accepted  to 
convert  two  back-to-back 
houses  into  through 
house  

Total  number  of  individual 
houses  finally  dealt  with... 

Houses  demolished  or  finally 
closed  

Houses  or  parts  of  houses 
closed  and  vacated  


— — — — 13  — 13 

— — — — — 1 1 

29  64  14  24  44  8 183 

4 10  24  — 16  233  287 

6 2 2 3 30  8 51 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 
Houses  found  infested. 


Found  infested. 

Disinfested. 

Council  Houses  . . . 

18  

18 

Other  Houses  . . . 

26  

......  26 

Totals  ... 

44 

44 

Number  of  Persons  Displaced  from  Houses  to  be 
Demolished  or  Closed. 


Persons 

From 

Families. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Clearance  Areas 

1934  .. 

7 ... 

13 

11 

...  24 

1935  .. 

8 ... 

11 

13 

...  24 

1936  .. 

— 

— 

— 

. . . — 

1937  .. 

....123  ... 

243 

226 

...  469 

1938  .. 

....184  ... 

249 

281 

...  530 

Individual  Houses 

1934  .. 

....  19  ... 

36 

40 

...  76 

1935  .. 

....  50  ... 

80 

87 

...  167 

1936  .. 

....  11  ... 

11 

21 

...  32 

1937  .. 

....  16  ... 

20 

26 

...  46 

1938  .. 

....  43  ... 

65 

74 

...  139 

Total  since 

1939  .. 

....  8 ... 

12 

14 

...  26 

....  496 

740 

793 

1533 

inception  of 
programme  
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  register  of  cow-keepers  at  the  close  of  the  year  con- 
tained 48  names,  whilst  the  number  of  persons  on  the  register 
of  milk  purveyors  was  100,  of  whom  22  retail  in  the  Borough 
from  surrounding  districts. 

By  provision  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936, 
four  dealer’s  licences  were  granted,  three  in  respect  on  Tubercu- 
lin Tested,  and  one  in  respect  of  Pasteurised  Milk.  One  Supple- 
mentary licence  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  was  also  granted. 

Gerber  Sediment  Test. 

57  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the 
tjest.  45,  or  79  per  cent.,  of  these  were  awarded  35  marks  or 
more,  50  marks  being  the  highest  marks  attainable. 

Test  by  Inoculation  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Of  the  72  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  examination,  5,  or 
6.94  per  cent.,  were  found  to  contain  tubercular  bacilli.  The 
average  for  the  previous  five  years  was  13.8  per  cent,  of  samples 
found  to  contain  the  bacillus. 

The  results  obtained  in  1939  are  therefore  relatively  highly 
satisfactory. 

In  all  cases  where  positive  results  were  obtained  the  appro- 
priate County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  notified,  the  offend- 
ing animal  traced  where  this  was  possible,  and  destroyed  in 
accordance  with  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  figures  give  the  quantity  of  meat  and  other 
foods  seized  or  surrendered  upon  being  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year: — 

Meat. 


Disease  or  Condition. 
Tuberculosis — 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Bovine  

...  1 

...  1 ... 

3 ... 

24 

Porcine  

— 

...  7 ... 

1 ... 

27 

Cirrhosis  

— 

— 

2 ... 

20 

Distoma  

— 

— 

2 ... 

23  h 

Abscesses 

— 

— 

2 ... 

15 

Fevered  

— 

...  1 ... 

— 

8 

Unsound  Canned  Meat  ... 

— 

...  8 ... 

1 ... 

181- 

Miscellaneous  

— 

— 

3 ... 

11 

2 ...  1 ...  3 ...  6| 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  ex- 
cluding 
Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  inspected  

702 

70 

119 

2804 

481 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

• • • 

• • • 

1 

14 

4 

1 

9 

1.98 

571 

•035 

2.79 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

5 

. . . 

2 

23 

51 

17 

7-97 

24-28 

• . • 

5-19 

The  number  of  animals  killed  is  not  precisely  known  but 
approximates  the  number  inspected  as  every  endeavour  is  made  to 
inspect  all  cattle,  calves,  and  pigs  slaughtered  in  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  16. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  registered  in  accordance  with 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  was  44. 
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(c)  Adulteration  of  Food. 

The  list  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the 
Current  Year,  by  the  Department,  is  given  below: — 

Samples  taken. 


Formally.  Informally 

Milk  21  11 

Pure  Coffee  — 3 

Sugar  — 2 

Tincture  of  Quinnine  — 3 

Ground  Cinnamon  — 4 

Tincture  of  Iodine  — 2 

Ice  Cream  — 6 

Sausage  — 3 

Malt  Vinegar  — 5 

Cheese  — 3 

Rice  — 2 

Miscellaneous  — 4 


21  48 


The  Following  Samples  Were  Reported  Not  Genuine: — 


No. 

Method. 

Article. 

Remarks. 

387 

Informal 

Ammoniated  Tincture 

Deficient  of  22%  of 

of  Quinine. 

its  Ammonia. 

440 

Informal 

Malt  Vinegar. 

Contained  27%  ex- 

traneous  water. 


The  vendors  of  the  above  samples  were  warned  by  letter, 
and  a subsequent  sample  from  the  vendor  of  No.  387  proved 
genuine. 

Sample  No.  440  was  purchased  in  Mid- August,  and  the  out- 
break of  war  which  caused  temporary  diversion  of  staff  to  other 
duties,  and  the  circumstances  outlined  below,  prevented  re- 
sampling. 
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The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  1939,  provided  that  the  authority  to  carry  out 
the  sampling  and  analysis  provisions  of  the  Act  would  be  the 
County  Council  where  the  population  of  the  non-county  borough 
or  urban  district  concerned  did  not  exceed  forty  thousand,  unless 
the  Minister  of  Health  directed  otherwise.  The  Council,  by 
appropriate  resolution,  made  application  to  the  Minister  that  he 
direct  the  Borough  Council  to  become  the  Food  and  Drugs 
authority  in  respect  of  this  Borough.  After  consideration  the 
Minister  declined  to  make  such  a direction,  with  the  result  that 
as  from  the  1st  October,  1939,  this  work  became  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


SECTION  III. 

Immunisation. 

Artificial  immunisation  has  been  continued  throughout  the 
year,  460  cases  having  been  so  treated  upon  request  of  parents, 
which  with  those  so  treated  since  free  treatment  was  offered 
make  a total  of  1,300,  or  approximately  26%  of  the  child  popula- 
tion of  this  Borough. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
(Excluding  Tuberculosis  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum). 
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Others:— Measles,  8;  Whooping  Cough,  2;  Chickenpox,  99;  Mumps,  4;  Total,  113. 

*7  of  these  were  not  confirmed  bacteriologically. 


Disinfection. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  disinfection,  etc., 
carried  out  during  the  year: — 

Scarlet  Fever.  Tuberculosis.  Diphtheria. 

90  5 25 

Number  of  beds  destroyed  (at  owners’  request)  88 

Number  of  mattresses  destroyed  (at  owners’  request)  ...  21 

Number  of  pillows  destroyed  (at  owners’  request)  14 

Bundles  of  Clothing  destroyed  (at  owners’  request)  ...  8 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Notified: 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

14  ...  10 

Deaths : 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

6 ...  4 


Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

5 ...  8 

Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

2 ...  1 


The  District  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  L.  I.  Henzell,  M.D., 
B.Sc.,  D.P.H.,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  statement  re- 
garding Tuberculosis  work  in  the  area: 


“ The  following  is  the  summary  of  work  done  at  the  Hyde 
Dispensary  during  the  year  1939,  on  persons  resident  in  the 
Borough  of  Hyde: — 


New  Cases  Examined  in  1939: 

Pulmonary. 
Adult.  Child. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Tuberculous  14  13  — 1 

Doubtfully  Tuberculous  ...  3 1 1 1 

Non-Tuberculous  37  31  9 8 


N on-Pulmonary 
Adult.  Child 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


Totals — Definitely  Tuberculous  Pulmonary  28 

Non-Pulmonary  4 

Doubtfully  Tuberculous  6 

Non-Tuberculous  85 
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Included  in  the  Tuberculous  is  one  who  came  to  reside 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year  from  an  address  outside  the 
Borough.  One  (1)  patient  was  discharged  during  the  year  as 
“ Recovered.” 


In  addition  to  the  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
at  the  Dispensary,  65  persons  were  examined  at  their  own  homes, 
of  whom  22  were  seen  in  consultation  with  their  own  private 
practitioners.  334  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  to 
homes  of  patients. 


Treatment  for  patients  has  been  provided  as  in  previous 
years,  through  the  channels  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
Tuberculosis  Scheme.  The  following  are  the  particulars: — 


Males.  Females.  Child’ n.  Total 


Sanatoria  12  13 

Pulmonary  Hospitals  10  1 

General  Hospitals  2 3 

Orthopaedic  Hospitals  5 5 

Skin  Hospitals  — — 

Convalescent  Homes  — — 


Outpatients  at  Various  Clinics 

and  Hospitals  1 3 


2 

1 

4 

1 

2 


27 

11 

6 

14 

1 

6 
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SECTION  IV 


TABLE  9.— MATERNITY  HOME  STATISTICS— 1939. 


From 

1.10.31 

Dur- 

Dur- 

- Dur- 

Dur- 

Dur- 

Dur- 

Dur- 

to 

ing 

ing 

ing 

ing 

ing 

ing 

ing 

31.12.32 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

No.  of  Patients — 

who  made  application 

115 

148 

186 

206 

180 

191 

230 

220 

,,  admitted  

97 

131 

181 

196 

171 

190 

189 

226 

„ „ (at  full  fee) 

51 

64 

94 

119 

125 

147 

161 

168 

„ „ (at  reduced  fee) 

44 

65 

85 

74 

45 

43 

68 

58 

„ „ (free) 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

,,  ,,  (resides  in  Hyde) 

85 

103 

139 

141 

111 

122 

128 

151 

„ „ (non-res.  „ ) 

12 

28 

42 

55 

60 

68 

61 

75 

,,  ,,  At  t e n d e d by 

Consultant  . . . 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

,,  „ Attended  by 

family  doctor 
at  confine  m’t. 

38 

52 

43 

87 

88 

83 

104 

122 

,,  ,,  Attended  by 

family  doctor 
after  c’finem’t 

8 

14 

39 

21 

25 

52 

27 

27 

„ ,,  Attended  by 

Nurses  only... 

55 

79 

138 

88 

82 

55 

58 

77 

„ ,,  Transferred  to 

Hospital  for 
spec!  treatin'! 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

,,  „ Who  were  Ante- 

Natally  exam- 
ined by  Medical 
Officer  

52 

54 

52 

62 

27 

31 

35 

37 

„ „ Who  were  Ante- 

Natally  exam- 
ined by  private 
doctor  

50 

77 

129 

134 

144 

159 

154 

189 

Percentage  of  Confinem’ts 
(Hyde  Residents)  in  the 
Home  of  Total  for 
Borough  

22 

30 

34 

36 

40 

36 

35 

4? 

Average  number  of  pat’nts 
in  residence  per  day 
throughout  the  year  ... 

3.9 

5.1 

7.2 

8.1 

6.7 

7.07 

7.58 

9.03 

Average  duration  of  stay 
(in  days)  in  Home  per 
patient  

14.9 

14.3 

14.5 

15.1  14.3814.11  14.55  14.59 

Total  number  of  patient 
days  

1445  1884 

2628 

2964 

2459 

2681 

2759 

3298 
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No. 

No.  of  Births. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Month. 

Admitted. 

Alive. 

Stillborn. 

Infants.  Mothers. 

January  .... 

....  17  ... 

17 

. . . — 

• • • • • • 

February  . 

....  20  ... 

18 

2 

• • • • • • 

March 

....  22  ... 

21 

1 

1 ...  — 

April  

....  28  ... 

27 

1 

1 ...  — 

Mav 

15 

15 

June  

....  16  ... 

14 

2 

. . • . . # 

July  

....  14  ... 

11 

...  3 

— . . . — 

August  

....  13  ... 

13 

— 

. . . — . . . — 

September  .. 

....  19  ... 

17 

2 

. . . — . . . — 

October  

....  19  ... 

19 

. . . — 

. . . — . . . — 

November  .. 

....  18  ... 

18 

. . . — 

— . . . — 

December  . . 

....  25  ... 

25 

. . . — 

— . . . — 

Total  . 

226 

215 

11 

2 — 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  Corporation  has  an  arrangement  with  Stockport  Muni- 
cipal Hospital  whereby  cases  of  Difficult  Labour  and  Puerperal 
Sepsis  are  sent  for  treatment. 

The  numbers  sent  for  treatment  were  as  follows: — 


Difficult  Labour  3 

Puerperal  Sepsis  4 


No  deaths  occurred  from  causes  ascribed  to  childbirth. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining  their  first 
birthday  was  16,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following 
table : — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AMONGST  CHILDREN,  1939. 
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This  column  includes  all  deaths  in  preceding  columns. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  calculated  upon  the  number  of 
such  deaths  per  thousand  births  registered  is  therefore  45.2. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Three  Child  Welfare  and  one  Ante-Natal  Clinic  sessions  are 
held  each  week. 


A noteworthy  alteration  in  this  service  was  the  transfer 
on  the  18th  December  of  the  Clinic  held  in  Rosemount  School  to 
new  premises  forming  part  of  Bailey  Hall  in  the  Borough  Public 
Park.  Ideally  situated  and  well  equipped,  this  unit  in  the  scheme 
for  promoting  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  infant  and 
toddler  should  mark  yet  another  milestone  in  the  progress  already 
made  in  this  borough. 


Attendance  of  Children. 

First  attendances  under  1 year  

Subsequent  attendances  under  1 year  ... 


Parsonage 

Street.  Rosemount.  Total 

252  45  297 

6148  ...  1331  ...  7479 


Totals 


6400  1376  7776 


First  attendance  of  1 to  5 years  old 


Children  38  ...  — 38 

Subsequent  attendances  of  1 to  5 years 

old  children  4073  ...  925  ...  4998 


Totals 


4111  ...  925  ...  5036 


Medical  Consultations 


1493 


172  ...  1665 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  following  particulars  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  are  given  in  tabular  form: — 

Treated  Treated 

Cases  at  in  Vision  Un-  Vision  Total 

Notified.  Home.  Hospital,  impaired.  Impaired.  Blindness.  Deaths. 

q 9 i q 

m • • • -L  • • • U • • • •••  ••• 
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Home  Visits. 


The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  were  as 
follows : — 

First  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  52 

Subsequent  Visits  paid  to  Expectant  Mothers  33 

First  Visits  paid  re  Newly-born  Infants  349 

Subsequent  Visits  paid  re  Newly-born  Infants  ...  1247 
Total  Visits  paid  re  Children  1 to  5 years  of  age  ...  1753 
Other  Visits  (Deaths,  Stillbirths,  etc.)  49 


Total  3483 


Supply  of  Milk,  Etc. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  details  concerning  the 
milk  distributed: — 

£ s.  d. 

Pints  of  Milk  supplied  free  of  cost,  14,243,  at  a 

cost  of  212  14  21 


Packets  of  Dried  Milk,  supplied  free  of  cost,  at 

Is.  4d.  packet,  896,  at  a cost  of  58  11  4 

Packets  of  Dried  Milk,  supplied  free  of  cost,  at 

Is.  2d.  per  packet,  2,6401,  at  a cost  of  154  0 7 

£212  11  11 


In  addition  4783  packets  were  sold  to  mothers  who  could 
afford  the  full  price,  costing  £391  17s.  lid. 


Dental  Scheme. 

One  session  per  week  of  the  Corporation  Dental  Surgeon's 
time  is  allotted  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  cases,  and  the 
following  table  indicates  the  extent  of  the  work: 

Attendances  made  by  Children  under  5 years  of  age  for 
treatment  39 

Attendances  made  by  Nursing  or  Expectant  Mothers  ...  288 

Number  of  Individual  Children  treated  33 

Number  of  Individual  Mothers  treated  175 

Number  of  Temporary  Teeth  extracted  25 

Number  of  Permanent  Teeth  extracted  285 

Number  of  Temporary  Teeth  filled  10 

Number  of  Permanent  Teeth  filled  7 

Local  Anaesthetics  120 

General  Anaesthetics  3 

Dressings,  etc 186 

Dentures  fitted  (upper  and  lower)  12 

Upper  Plates  fitted  1 

Lower  Plates  fitted  2 

Repairs  1 
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SECTION  V 


POLICE  SURGEON’S  REPORT. 

The  strength  of  the  Borough  Police  Force  is  as  follows: 
1 Chief  Constable,  3 Inspectors,  5 Sergeants,  and  28  Constables. 

During  the  year  1939,  96  days  were  lost  through  illness  as 
compared  with  92  last  year,  amongst  members  of  the  force. 
This  gives  an  average  loss  per  man  of  2.4  days. 

The  following  is  a list  of  examinations  carried  out  during 


the  year: — 

Number  of  Police  Constables  at  Town  Hall  52 

,,  Police  Constables  at  their  homes  38 

,,  Recruits  medically  examined  — 


Cases  of  Drunkenness,  etc.,  at  Police  Station  2 
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HYDE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 


TO  THE 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

BY  THE 

School  Medical  Officer 


FOR  THE  YEAR 
1939. 


F.  W.  CAMPBELL  BROWN,  M.D., 

Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


HYDE: 

J.  Andrew  & Co.  Ltd.,  “Herald  & Reporter  ’’  Office,  Hamnett  Street. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman — Alderman  REV.  J.  S.  BURGESS. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor — 

Councillor  R.  BREERTON. 

Alderman  G.  H.  D.  PICKTHALL. 

Councillor  HOWE. 

„ SMITHSON. 

BARTON. 

„ BURNS. 

„ Mrs.  BAYES. 

,,  REDFERN. 

Mrs.  ADAMSON. 

Mrs.  HORSFIELD. 

Mr.  J.  WESTBROOK. 

Rev.  E.  V.  DAWSON. 

Mr.  A.  H.  FAWLEY. 

Mr.  G.  S.  REDFERN. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


School  Medical  Officer  (and  Medical  Officer  of  Health)  : 

FREDERICK  W.  CAMPBELL  BROWN,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  etc. 

COLIN  STARKIE,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dentist: 

MURIEL  C.  MANWOOD,  L.D.S.  (Glas.). 

School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors : 

xo  MISS  I.  BURRILL. 

vxo  MISS  C.  BRETT. 

vxo  MISS  F.  LONSDALE. 

v Health  Visitor’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
x Certificate  of  Central  Midwives’  Board, 
o State  Registered  Nurse. 

Clerical  Staff  (Part  Time) : 

MISS  GERTRUDE  H.  STAMP. 

MISS  MARY  WHITEHEAD. 

MISS  RUTH  OGDEN. 

MISS  JESSIE  WARREN 

(Resigned  15th  December,  1939). 

MISS  JOAN  ASHBROOK 

(Appointed  11th  December,  1939). 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 
Hyde. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Education  Committee, 

Borough  of  Hyde. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , — 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  school 
children  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  1939. 

The  arrangement  of  the  sections  follows, 
in  the  main,  the  suggestions  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  but  the  report  is 
somewhat  curtailed  in  comparison  with  that 
of  recent  years.  This  modification  is  due  to 
two  factors,  i.e.,  the  enforced  temporary 
closure  of  the  clinic,  and  the  reorganisation 
necessary  upon  the  outbreak  of  war. 

With  the  closure  of  schools  and  clinics  no 
inspections  can  of  course  take  place  and  the 
children  do  not  attend  clinics  for  treatment 
as  normally.  Consequently  for  several  weeks 
the  medical  services  were  held  in  abeyance, 
but  were  fully  restored  upon  normal  lines 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  C.  BROWN. 

March,  1940. 
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I. — SCHOOLS  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  number  of  Elementary  Schools  in  the  area  is  nine, 
four  of  which  are  Council  Schools.  The  Secondary  School  is 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  so  therefore  does  not 
come  within  the  scheme  for  Medical  Supervision  of  this 
Department. 

The  following  tables  give  the  average  number  on  the 
Registers,  and  the  average  attendances  at  each  school  during 
the  year. 


SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  STATISTICS, 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


OLDER 

SCHOLARS. 

Average 

Average 

Percentage 

SCHOOL 

No.  on  Register 

Attendance 

of  xtttendance 

Dept. 

over  under 

5 5 

over  under 

5 5 

over 

5 

under 

5 

Flowery  Field  C. 

Boys... 

224  — 

204  — 

91 

— 

’ t ) > 

Girls... 

244  — 

224  — 

92 

— 

Gee  Cross  C. 

Mixed. 

130  — 

114 

88 

— 

Gee  Cross  Trinity 

Mixed. 

114  — 

103  — 

90 

— 

Godley 

Mixed. 

157  — 

146  — 

93 

— 

Greenfield  St.  C. 

Senior. 

231  — 

207  — 

90 

— 

Leigh  Street  C. 

Boys... 

248  — 

227  — 

92 

— 

) ) ) ) 

Girls... 

238  — 

218  — 

92 

— 

Newton  C.E. 

Mixed. 

168  — 

148 

88 



St.  George’s  C.E, 
St.  Paul's  R.C. 

Mixed. 

308 

283  — 

92 

— 

Mixed. 

157  — 

141  — 

90 

— 

Totals  . 

2217  — 

2015  — 

91 

JUNIORS  AND  INFANTS. 


Average  Average  Percentage 


SCHOOL 

No,  on  Register 

Attendance 

of  Atten dance 

Dept. 

over 

under 

over 

under 

over 

under 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Flowery  Field  C.  ... 

. ..  Infants 

138 

51 

115 

35 

83 

69 

Gee  Cross  C 

48 

24 

42 

16 

87 

67 

Gee  Cross  Trinity  ... 

30 

13 

28 

6 

93 

46 

Godley  

63 

30 

56 

20 

89 

67 

Greenfield  St.  C. 

. ..  Junior 

172 

47 

150 

34 

87 

72 

Leigh  Street  C . 

. . . Infants 

158 

64 

139 

46 

88 

72 

Newton  C.E.  

106 

31 

88 

21 

83 

68 

St.  George’s  C.E.  ... 

. . . ) j 

85 

49 

72 

27 

85 

55 

St.  Paul's  R.C. 

67 

31 

59 

17 

88 

55 

Totals 

. 867 

340 

749 

222 

86 

65 

NOTE  : These  statistics  are  calculated  upon  returns  from  January  to 
August.,  1939,  only. 

Schools  did  not  re-open  after  Summer  Holidays  until  October, 
and  then  only  part-time  and  Senior  Departments  only. 

Junior  Departments  reopened  later — at  various  times — but  no 
children  under  five  years  of  age  are  yet  attending. 
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H.— -SCHOOL  MEDICAL  PREMISES  AND  STAFF. 


Staff. 

No  alteration  in  the  number  of  professional  or  clerical 
personnel  employed  in  the  medical  and  dental  services  has 
taken  place  during  the  year  under  review,  and  as  now  con- 
stituted the  staff  is  adequate  to  undertake  the  duties  expected 
of  the  service. 

Premises. 

The  School  Clinic  continued  to  operate  in  the  Mechanics' 
Institute  until  the  17th  June,  when,  owing  to  a serious 

structural  defect  having  suddenly  put  that  building  out  of 
commission  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  alternative  accom- 
modation in  the  Technical  School  in  Union  Street.  The  accom- 
modation available  was  considered  suitable  only  as  a temporary 
make-shift  until  a new  building  could  be  provided,  built  on  the 
lines  of  a modern  clinic.  However,  with  the  declaration  of  war 
occurring  at  so  short  an  interval  after  the  removal,  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  or  not  the  present  accommodation  should  be  con- 
sidered as  suitable  for  use  for  a period  of  years  as  seem  likely 
to  elapse  before  any  capital  expenditure  upon  new  premises  can 
be  considered. 

A new  school  canteen  with  accommodation  for  100  children 
was  opened  during  the  year,  and  supplies  a much  needed 
reform  in  the  conditions  under  which  meals  can  be  served  to 
the  children  attending  daily. 
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SCHOOL  CLINIC— TECHNICAL  SCHOOL. 


Day 

Clinic 

Hour 

Staff  in  Charge 

Monday 

Minor  Ailments 

Ophthalmic 

Dental 

9 — 1 1 a.m. 

1 1 — 12-30  p.m. 

9 — 12-30  p.m. 

2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Medical  Officer 

Medical  Officer 

Dental  Surgeon 
Dental  Surgeon 

Tuesday 

Minor  Ailments 

Dental 

9 — 1 1 a.m. 

9 — 12-30  p.m. 

2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Nurse 

Dental  Surgeon 
Dental  Surgeon 

Wednesday 

Minor  Ailments 

Dental 

9 — 1 1 a.m. 

9-  12-30  p.m. 

2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Nurse 

Dental  Surgeon 

Dental  Surgeon 

Thursday 

Minor  Ailments 

Ophthalmic 

Dental 

9 — 1 1 a.m. 

1 1 — 12-30  p.m. 

9 — 12-30  p.m. 

2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Medical  Officer 

Medical  Officer 

Dental  Surgeon 
Dental  Surgeon 

Friday 

Minor  Ailments 

Dental 

9 — 1 1 a.m. 

9 — 12-30  p.m. 

2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Nurse 

Dental  Surgeon 
Dental  Surgeon 

Saturday 

Minor  Ailments 

Immunization 

9 —  1 1 a.m. 

10 —  1 1-30  a.m. 

Nurse 

Medical  Officer 
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INSTRUCTION  RE  ATTENDANCE  AT  CLINICS. 


Minor  Ailment:  Hours  and  conditions  of  attendance,  unless  by 

written  appointment  are  as  follows  : — 


1.  A Child  attending  the  School  Clinic  must  do  so 
regularly  in  accordance  with  the  days  and  times  stated 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

2.  A Child  who  is  excused  or  excluded  from  School  attend- 
ance must  produce  evidence  of  this  to  the  Head  Teacher, 
but  must  not  for  any  other  reason  attend  school  without 
the  permission  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

3.  After  being  certified  “fit"  a child  must  return  to  School 
without  delay,  and  if  required  to  attend  the  Clinic  for 
further  treatment  must  do  so  from  School  on  the  dates  and 
times  stated. 


4.  Should  an  excused  or  excluded  child  discontinue  attending 
the  Clinic  without  being  certified  “fit5’  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  a Medical  Certificate  from  the  family 
doctor  must  be  produced  to  the  Head  Teacher,  or  School 
Attendance  Officer. 

5.  Hours  of  attendance  (unless  by  special  written  appoint- 
ment) : — 


All  excluded  children 

St.  George’s 
Greenfield  Street 

Leigh  Street 


9-15  a.m. 
9-30  a.m. 
10.0  a.m. 


Flowery  Field 
Holy  Trinity 
Gee  Cross 
St.  Mary’s 
St.  Paul’s 
Godley 


T0-30  a.m. 


Defective  Vision:  Attendance  is  arranged  by  written 
appointment  only.  Any  child,  however,  who  in  the  opinion  of 
a teacher  or  parent  is  unable  to  see  normally  can  be  sent  to  the 
Minor  Ailment  Clinic  for  preliminary  examination  by  a Medical 
Officer. 


Dental:  Attendance  is  arranged  by  written  appointment 
following  routine  inspection  at  school  by  the  dentist,  but  any 
child  suffering  from  severe  pain  arising  from  the  teeth  can  be 
sent  at  any  of  the  times  during  which  the  Clinic  is  open. 

Immunization:  Forms  for  appointment  are  available  at 
the  Clinic  and  must  be  signed  by  a parent  before  treatment  is 
provided. 

Orthopcedic  and  U.V.R.  Treatment:  Attendance  at  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Parsonage  Street,  is 
arranged  by  appointment  made  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections 
in  school  or  at  the  Minor  Ailment  session  at  the  Technical 
School. 
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III. — OO-ORDIN ATION  WITH  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Staff  employed  upon  School  Medical  inspection  and 
treatment  is  one  and  the  same  as  that  carrying  out  a corre- 
sponding service  for  the  pre-school  child.  Continuity  of 
supervision  of  the  child  from  infancy  till  the  school-leaving 
age  is  therefore  possible. 

IV. — MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AT  SCHOOLS. 

(1)  Routine  Inspection. — These  inspections  have  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board 
of  Education  and  the  children  examined  were  of  the  following 
age  groups,  viz.  : — 

Entrants,  Intermediates  (8  years  of  age)  and  Leavers 
(12  years  of  age). 

The  object  of  such  inspections  is  to  detect  any  predis- 
posing or  obvious  defect  which  is  preventing  or  likely  to 
prevent  the  child  obtaining  full  benefit  from  the  educational 
facilities  provided. 

The  number  examined  was  1,078. 

The  number  of  parents  who  attended  at  the  times  of 


inspection  were  as  follows  : — 

Parents  of  Entrants  334 

Parents  of  Intermediates  279 

Parents  of  Leavers  119 

Total  732 


The  fact  that  17.9  per  cent,  of  the  cases  examined  were 
found  to  require  medical  attention,  proves  the  need  of  this 
service.  In  addition  to  these,  32.7  per  cent,  were  considered 
cases  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

(2)  Special  Inspections . — Children  of  all  ages  come  under 
this  category  and  are  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  for  an 
opinion  either  at  the  School  Clinic  or  during  his  visit  to  school 
to  carry  out  the  Routine  examinations.  The  number  examined 
was  850, 
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(3) — Re-inspections . — All  children  found  defective  during 
Routine  or  Special  Inspection  are  re-examined  periodically 
until  the  condition  has  been  remedied.  The  number  examined 
in  this  category  was  1,789. 

The  details  and  classification  of  these  inspections  are 
recorded  in  Tables  I and  II. 

V.-  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  AND 
ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 

(a)  Nutrition. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  impress  upon  parents  the  neces- 
sity for  providing  foods  for  their  children  which  although 
necessarily  not  expensive  are  nevertheless  of  high  nutritional 
value. 

Cases  of  under-nourishment  where  the  underlying  cause 
would  appear  to  be  insufficient  food  owing  to  financial  stress 
are  recommended  for  provision  of  the  free  meals  and/or  milk 
provided  by  the  Education  Committee. 

Children  found  to  be  suffering  from  a bad  degree  of 
nutrition  are  fortunately  few  in  number,  but  there  is  a large 
proportion  (approx.  25  per  cent.)  who  are  recorded  as  being 
below  the  normal  standard.  Those  in  this  category  form  a 
group  whose  health  progress  would  form  an  interesting 
investigation. 

(b)  Uncleanliness. 

The  School  Nurses  are  primarily  responsible  for  detecting 
verminous  conditions  amongst  the  children.  For  this  purpose 
regular  visits  are  paid  by  them  to  the  schools,  when  every  child 
is  examined.  Of  the  9,145  examinations  made,  224  or  2.4  per 
cent,  were  considered  not  clean  in  this  respect.  The  standard 
set  is  that  no  case  harbouring  a single  nit  is  classed  as  clean. 

(c)  Minor  Ailments. 

The  conditions  grouped  under  this  heading  are  enumer- 
ated in  Table  III,  Group  1,  at  the  end  of  this  report.  The 
majority  are  treated  at  the  School  Clinic,  where  5,081 
attendances  were  made  by  children  and  1,926  by  parents.  Your 
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Medical  Officers  examined  TOT  new  cases  and  re-examined 
1,223  cases. 

Cases  of  severe  Ringworm  of  the  scalp  are  referred  to 
the  Manchester  Skin  Hospital  for  X-Ray  Treatment — there, 

however,  have  been  none  for  the  year  1939. 

(d)  Visual  Defects. 

The  eyesight  of  all  children  is  tested  at  eight  years  of  age, 
and  again  at  twelve  years  of  age,  as  a matter  of  routine 
procedure. 

Of  the  699  routine  examinations  of  eight  and  twelve  years 
old  children  76,  or  approximately  10.9  per  cent.,  were  found 
to  require  spectacles,  while  a further  23  cases  were  recorded 
at  the  Clinic. 

The  Eye  Clinic  is  held  twice  weekly,  and  the  majority 
of  the  children  obtain  their  spectacles  through  the  Authority's 
Scheme,  whereby  there  is  no  cost  to  the  parents  for  the 
examination  and  the  prescribing  of  spectacles.  The  cost  of 
the  spectacles  never  exceeds  4s.,  and  in  necessitous  cases  this 
cost  may  be  borne  partially  or  wholly  by  the  local  Education 
Authority. 

The  Medical  Officers  examined  128  children,  including 
re-examination  under  previously  tested  cases  (under  Atropine 
or  otherwise). 

The  full  cost  was  paid  for  by  the  parents  in  56  cases,  and 
2 supplied  at  reduced  cost.  In  12  cases  the  spectacles  were 
supplied  free  of  cost. 

(e)  Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

The  number  of  new  cases  found  to  have  Chronic  Tonsilitis, 
Adenoids,  or  both  combined  was  45,  while  a further  45  were 
recorded  as  requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  for  the 
same  cause. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme,  9 
operations  were  carried  out  in  Ashton  Infirmary  by  a consul- 
tant surgeon,  and  every  case  subsequently  examined  by  your 
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Medical  Officers  with  a view  to  the  results  obtained.  Of  these 
5 paid  the  full  cost  of  £1  11s.  (id.,  1 paid  part  of  the  cost,  and 
3 obtained  operative  treatment  free  of  cost.  A further  6 cases 
are  known  to  have  been  operated  upon  privately,  at  hospitals 
or  at  their  own  homes. 

Only  in  those  cases  where  ailments  are  considered  to  be 
due  to  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  nose  and  throat  has 
operative  treatment  been  advised  by  your  Medical  Officers. 
Noteworthy  among  the  numbers  recorded  during  recent  years 
is  the  marked  reduction  of  operations  performed  for  these 
conditions.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  general  trend  of 
opinion  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

(f)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

Cases  of  ' ‘discharging  ears”  continued  to  be  treated  as 
minor  ailments  at  the  School  Clinic,  but  the  number  found  does 
not  at  present  warrant  the  provision  of  specialist  treatment. 

Two  deaf  children  are  attending  Henshaw's  School  for 

the  Deaf. 

(g)  Dental  Disease. 

Dental  Inspection  was  carried  out  in  all  the  elementary 
schools  in  Hyde  during  1939.  Of  the  3,554  children  examined 
38.9  per  cent,  were  found  to  require  treatment.  Of  those 
notified  that  treatment  was  considered  necessary  98.7  per 
cent,  accepted  and  attended  the  Clinic  for  such  treatment.  This 
acceptance  rate  is  unusually  high  and  is  in  part  due  to  the 
closure  of  the  schools  in  the  early  weeks  of  the  war.  During 
this  period  treatment  of  cases  not  examined  as  “routines”  was 
carried  out  in  order  that  the  Clinic  might  function  in  some 
measure  at  least  until  normal  school  life  could  be  resumed. 

(h)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

The  Education  Committee  pays  £40  per  annum  to  the 
Hyde  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee  in  return  for  which 
any  cases  coming  under  this  category  may  be  examined  by  an 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre. 
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Treatment  in  the  form  of  massage,  remedial  exercises, 
electrical  therapy,  and  artificial  sunlight  is  provided  for  such 
cases  as  this  is  required,  whilst  corrective  splints  are  obtainable 
at  cost  price  or  less,  depending  upon  the  extent  of  the  family 
income. 

There  are  13  crippled  children  of  school  age  who  are 
crippled  to  an  extent  which  will  not  allow  them  to  take  part 
in  the  exercises  or  games  usually  engaged  in  as  part  of  the 
normal  school  curriculum. 

Careful  note  has  been  taken  to  discover  the  number  of 
deformities,  however  slight,  among  the  children  examined 
during  routine  inspection. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  Orthopaedic  treatment 
was  53. 

In  addition,  cases  suffering  from  debility,  anaemia  and 
prolonged  convalescence  obtain  artificial  sunlight  treatment 
at  this  clinic,  the  numbers  being  72. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Education  Authorities  to  make  such 
provision  in  their  schemes  for  Orthopaedic  cases  of  school  age. 
The  sum  of  £10  paid  by  the  Education  Committee  allows  only 
for  treatment  which  is  possible  at  the  local  Orthopaedic  Clinic, 
and  is  entirely  inadequate  for  cases  which  require  treatment  in 
special  hospitals  such  as  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Hospital  at  Oswestry.  Fortunately,  cases  of  this  type  do  not 
occur  frequently,  but  that  such  provision  has  not  so  far  been 
made  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

VI.-— Following  Up  and  Other  Work  Of  The  School  Nurses, 

The  School  Nurses  paid  home  visits  as  under:  — 

In  connection  with  children  found  defective  386 
In  connection  with  infectious  diseases  60 
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The  duties  also  include  the  preparation  of  children,  prior 
to  their  routine  examination  by  a doctor  and  at  which  they 
attend,  attendance  at  re-inspection  sessions  in  the  schools,  the 
examination  of  all  children  three  times  annually  for  uncleanli- 
ness, and  attendance  at  the  clinics  to  carry  out  treatment 
advised  by  the  Medical  Officers. 
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VII.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  infectious  disease  incidence 
during  the  past  twelve  years. 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Scarlet  F ever  ...  . 

..  33 

150 

143 

82 

35 

83 

32 

29 

20 

60 

55 

67 

Diphtheria  , 

...  29 

14 

32 

8 

12 

4 

34 

26 

84 

119 

48 

14 

Measles  

..  156 

4 

359 

23 

657 

15 

276 

4 

264 

3 

297 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

..  37 

165 

10 

87 

41 

79 

13 

59 

63 

77 

71 

2 

Chicken  Pox  . ... 

...  39 

an 

107 

30 

174 

44 

244 

196 

49 

53 

96 

99 

Mumps  

...  1 

8 

97 

307 

22 

46 

5 

10 

443 

— 

2 

4 

Diphtheria. 

Apart  from  9 cases  which  occurred  in  Leigh  Street  School 
during  the  month  of  January,  only  5 cases  occurred  through- 
out the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Immunization. 

One  session  per  week  is  devoted  to  this  work,  and 
during  the  41  sessions  held  460  requests  for  treatment  were 
received. 

In  the  case  of  children  under  11  years  of  age,  A.P.  Toxoid 
is  administered  in  two  doses,  i.c.,  0.5  c.c.  followed  in  four- 
teen days  by  0.5  c.c.,  while  those  over  this  age  are  given  three 
doses  of  1 c.c.  T.A.F.  at  fourteen  days  interval. 

No  child  completely  immunized  lias  contracted  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

This  disease  claimed  67  cases,  which  were  distributed 
evenly  throughout  the  schools — there  being  no  well  marked 
period  of  epidemicity,  although  the  number  is  greater  than  in 
a normal  non-epidemic  year.  This  disease,  which  has  of  recent 
years  been  of  a mild  type,  is  showing  indications  of  more 
marked  severity  in  a proportion  of  the  cases  admitted  to 
hospital. 

Immunization,  although  carried  out  in  the  U.S.A.,  does 
not  appear  to  be  warranted  as  is  in  the  case  of  the  more  fatal 
condition — Diphtheria. 
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OASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OCCURRING  AMONG  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OCCURRING  AMONGST  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1939. 
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During  the  year  one  certificate  was  granted  to  a school 
where  the  attendance  fell  below  60  per  cent,  for  any  one  week 
due  to  infectious  diseases. 

A certificate  was  granted  to:  — 

Certificates  Period . 

School.  Disease.  Granted.  D.M.Y.  D.M.Y. 

St.  George’s  Infants  ...  Influenza  I 23  I 39  to  27  I 39 

VIII.— PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK. 

The  new  School  Canteen,  opened  on  the  17th  April  of  this 
year,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  is  therefore  easily 
accessible  to  the  majority  of  the  children.  In  the  case  of  St. 
Mary’s  School,  which  is  situated  some  distance  from  the 
canteen,  an  average  of  9 children  are  provided  with  free  ’bus 
fares  in  order  to  attend. 

The  canteen  is  open  also  during  the  school  holidays.  All 
children  attending  are  examined  by  a Medical  Officer  at  least 
upon  two  occasions  annually  whilst  in  receipt  of  free  dinners. 

In  addition  to  the  provision  of  good  wholesome  food,  as 
the  following  specimen  menus  indicate,  attention  is  paid  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  hands  and  to  the  table  manners  of  the 
recipients.  No  child  need  leave  the  table  feeling  hungry. 

In  drafting  the  menus  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inclu- 
sion of  foods  of  high  nutritional  value,  including  fresh 
vegetables  and  fruit,  and  the  use  of  only  wholemeal  bread. 

No  milk  is  provided  at  the  dinner  meal,  but  this  is  sup- 
plied during  the  morning  on  school  premises. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  new  canteen  the  attendance  has 
increased  approximately  one  hundred  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  provision  in  necessitous  cases,  it  is 
possible  for  any  scholar  to  obtain  the  meal  for  payment,  and 
this  is  taken  advantage  of  in  many  cases. 

The  new  canteen  arrangements  can  justly  be  considered  of 
an  exceptionally  high  standard. 
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SPECIMEN  MENUS. 
SUMMER. 


Monday — Meat  & Vegetable  Dinner: 


Stewed  minced  steak  and  onions. 
Shredded  carrots  (raw). 

Peas,  potatoes. 

Wholemeal  bread. 

Tuesday — Meat  & Salad  Dinner  : 


Cold  pressed  brisket. 

Aspic  jelly. 

Vegetables  and  lettuce  salad. 
Tomato  sauce. 

Beetroot. 

Wholemeal  bread. 

Wednesday — Vegetable  Dinner: 


Vegetable  Soup.  (All  fresh 
vegetables.  Dried  vegetables 
in  season). 

Potatoes. 

Wholemeal  bread. 

Thursday — Fish  or  Meat  Dinner  : 

Baked  herrings  in  meal 
or 

Baked  minced  steak. 

Potatoes. 

Tomato  sauce. 

Shredded  carrots  and  turnips 
(raw). 

Watercress. 

Wholemeal  bread. 

Friday — Fish  or  Meat  Dinner: 


Fish  cakes. 
Cottage  Pie. 

Meat  rissoles. 
Potatoes. 

Spring  cabbage. 
Wholemeal  bread. 


Rice  pudding  served 
with  jam. 

Sago  pudding. 


Fruit  Tart  served 
with  custard. 


Stewed  rhubarb. 
Fresh  fruit  served 
with  custard. 


Currant  squares. 


Dessert  apples. 
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WINTER. 


Monday — Meat  and  Vegetable  Dinner: 


Stewed  steak  and  onions, 
or 

Steak  and  kidney  pie. 

Creamed  swedes. 

Potatoes  (steamed  in  jackets). 
Wholemeal  bread. 


Rice  pudding 
or 

Rice  and  sultana 
pudding. 


Tuesday — Fish  or  Meat  Dinner  : 

Baked  herrings  in  meal 
or 

Baked  minced  steak. 

Shredded  carrots  (raw). 

Tomato  sauce. 

Potatoes  (steamed). 

Wholemeal  bread. 

W ednesday — V egetable  Dinner  : 

Vegetable  soup,  including 
peas,  beans,  carrots,  turnips, 
parsnips,  swedes,  leeks, 
celery,  etc. 

Potatoes. 

Wholemeal  bread. 


Steamed  fig  pudding 

or 

Steamed  college 
pudding 

served  with  custard. 


Jam  squares 

or 

Prunes  served  with 
custard. 


Thursday — Meat  & Vegetable  Dinner  : 


Potato  pie. 
Tomato  sauce. 
Beetroot. 
Cabbage. 
Wholemeal  bread. 


Steamed  fruit  and 
nut  pudding  ; 

Steamed  golden 
pudding ; 

Steamed  jam  roll 
pudding ; 

served  with  custard. 


Friday — Fish  or  Meat  & Vegetable  Dinner: 


Scotch  broth  with  dumplings.  Fresh  bananas 

Fish  cakes.  served  with  custard. 

Potatoes. 

Vegetables  in  season. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  regarding  the 
numbers  of  meals  served  : — 

No.  of  Meals  Daily  Average 


Month.  Provided.  Attendance  for  Meals. 

January  826  53 

February  1030  55 

March  1292  60 

April  745  62 

May  1735  75 

June 1728  88 

July  1850  91 

August 2011  92 

September 1692  89 

October  1802  89 

November  2000  99 

December  2082  110 


18393 


Supply  of  Milk  in  Schools. 

The  arrangements  at  present  in  force  are  for  the  supply 
of  Pasteurised  Milk  at  the  schools  at  a cost  of  ^d.  for  l/3rd 
pint  daily. 

The  milk  is  consumed  at  10-30  a.m. 

The  number  of  children  taking  this  milk  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  year  was  1,481,  or  49.6  per  cent.,  whilst  in  addition 
68  children  were  taking  some  form  of  malted  milk. 

Under-nourished  children  whose  parents  are  unable  to  pay 
for  the  milk  are  supplied  with  the  milk  free  of  cost,  the  num- 
ber recommended  by  your  Medical  Officer  being  363. 

An  endeavour  to  supply  free  milk  during  school  holiday 
periods  has  been  made  at  the  canteen,  but  as  the  response  has 
been  poor,  it  is  considered  not  worthy  of  continuance. 

IX.— BATHS  AND  SWIMMING. 

The  older  scholars  in  the  schools  attend  the  Public  Baths 
as  part  of  the  School  Curriculum,  and  at  a cost  borne  by  the 
Education  Committee.  Teachers  accompany  the  children, 
and  instructions  are  given  in  Swimming,  Life  Saving,  etc. 


61 


In  order  to  encourage  this  form  of  exercise,  prizes  are 
awarded  annually. 

In  addition,  the  Baths  Committee  grant  30  free  season 
tickets  entitling  the  holders  to  the  use  of  the  Corporation 
Baths.  These  are  competed  for  annually. 

X.— CO-OPERATION. 

The  assistance  given  to  the  members  of  the  Medical  Staff 
by  Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officer  is  appreciated. 
Lack  of  accommodation  occasions  difficulties  in  some  schools, 
but  the  interest  shown  by  the  teachers  in  the  work  of  medical 
and  dental  inspection  renders  these  difficulties  less  acute  than 
might  otherwise  be  the  case.  The  teachers  help  to  a great 
extent  in  insisting  upon  the  attendance  at  clinics  of  those 
children  for  whom  appointments  have  been  made  for  treat- 
ment. Every  endeavour  is  made  to  prevent  wastage  of  time 
which  may  occur  by  such  attendances. 

The  work  of  the  Medical  Services  has  a definite  bearing 
upon  the  school  attendance,  and  for  this  reason  constant  touch 
is  maintained  with  the  School  Attendance  Officer. 

XI.— PARENTS’  PAYMENTS. 

In  all  cases  where  operations  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids, 
X-Ray  treatment  of  Ringworm,  the  provision  of  Spectacles 
and  the  supply  of  nourishments  are  prescribed,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  parents  to  provide  a statement  of  income,  etc.,  upon 
the  consideration  of  which  the  amount  of  payment  for  such 
treatment  is  decided. 

In  the  case  of  minor  ailments  and  dental  treatment  con- 
tribution boxes  are  provided  in  the  School  Clinic,  and  in  the 
schools. 

Xn.- BYE-LAWS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF 

CHILDREN. 

The  number  of  children  to  whom  Medical  Certificates 
were  granted  during  the  year  was  76.  These  children  are 
allowed  to  do  such  work  as  selling  newspapers,  delivering 
milk,  etc.,  after  school  hours,  provided  their  physical  condition 
is  not  adversely  affected  thereby,  so  as  to  cause  loss  of  school 
attendance. 


XHL— JUVENH^E  EMPLOYMENT. 

Special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  physical  condition  of 
those  children  about  to  leave  school  and  take  up  employment. 
Only  in  cases  where  serious  defects  are  present  do  your  Medical 
Officers  take  steps  to  have  these  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
local  Employment  Exchange. 


62 


APPENDIX. 


TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (see  note  a). 
A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

No.  of  Code  Group  Inspections.  (See  note  b.) 


Entrants 379 

Second  Age  Group 393 

Third  Age  Group 306 

Total 1078 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  Nil. 

(see  note  c.) 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections 850 

(see  note  d) 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 1789 

(see  note  e)  

Total  2639 

sasasaGca&t 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  I. 

(a)  The  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

(b)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of 
the  three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspection  carried  out: — 

(i)  in  compliance  with  Article  17  of  the  Consolidated  Regula- 

tions relating  to  Special  Services — Grant  Regulations 
No.  19; 

(ii)  on  the  school  premises  (or  at  a place  specially  sanctioned 

by  the  Board) ; 

(iii)  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report  on  each  child  on  the 

lines  of  the  approved  Schedule  set  out  in  Circular  582. 

(c)  Under  this  heading  are  recorded  routine  inspections,  if  any, 
of  children  who  do  not  fall  under  the  three  prescribed  age-groups,  e.g., 
routine  inspections  of  a fourth  age-group  or  of  other  groups  of  children. 

(d)  A special  inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  of  a child  specially  selected  or  referred  for  such  inspection,  i.e., 
not  inspected  at  a routine  medical  inspection  as  defined  above.  Such 
children  may  be  selected  by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the 
school  or  may  be  referred  to  him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nurses, 
Attendance  Officers,  Parents,  or  otherwise.  It  is  immaterial  for  the  purpose 
of  this  heading  whether  the  children  are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the 
Inspection  Clinic  or  elsewhere. 

(e)  Under  this  heading  are  entered  the  medical  inspections  of 
children  who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later 
on  for  subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection 
Clinic.  The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine  or 
special  inspection  as  the  case  may  be.  Every  subsequent  inspection  of 
the  same  defect  is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 
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TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year 

Ended  31st  December,  1939. 


Routine  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treat- 

ment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treat- 

ment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

•5) 

Skin— 

Ringworm— Scalp  

1 

1 

,,  —Body  

5 

3 

Scabies  

2 

23 

Impetigo 

4 

3 

52 

. . • 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuberculous) ... 

7 

4 

95 

Eye— 

Blepharitis  

2 

1 

17 

Conjunctivitis  

4 

Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities  

. * • 

Other  Conditions  (excluding  De- 

fective  Vision  and  Squint)  

1 

5 

33 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint) 

68 

38 

21 

Squint  

8 

13 

2 

Ear— 

Defective  Hearing  

4 

1 

7 

Otitis  Media 

6 

5 

25 

... 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

1 

3 

34 

1 

Nose  and  Throat— 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  

3 

27 

19 

Adenoids  only  

2 

1 

1 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids  ... 

4 

14 

18 

1 

Other  Conditions  

2 

6 

71 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous)  

7 

34 

45 

1 

Defective  Speech  

7 

2 

Heart  and  Circulation— 

Heart  Disease — Organic 

4 

,.  — Functional 

25 

Amemia 

14 

Lungs— 

Bronchitis  

9 

21 

4 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

3 

19 

1 

Tuberculosis  -Pulmonary — 

Definite  

1 

. . . 

Suspected  

1 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Gian  ds  

Bones  and  Joints  

Skin  

. . . 

. . . 

Other  Forms 

Nervous  System— 

Epilepsy 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Chorea  

3 

5 

. . . 

Other  Conditions  

i 

... 

Deformities— 

Rickets  

4 

6 

3 

. . . 

Spinal  Curvature  

6 

10 

4 

. . . 

Other  Forms 

9 

39 

9 

... 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (exclud 
ing  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Un- 

cleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases) 

40 

72 

367 

64 


B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during 

the  year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


AGE  GROUPS. 

Number  of 

children 

inspected 

A 

^Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

c 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No.  % 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

Entrants  

379 

49  12.9 

265 

69.9 

64 

16.9 

1 

0.3 

Second  Age-group  ... 

393 

8 2.0 

276 

70.2 

108 

27.5 

1 

0.3 

Third  Age-group 

306 

10  3.3 

229 

74.8 

65 

91  9 

W l-  . w 

9 

w 

0.7 

Other  Routine  Inspections  . 

— — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

1078 

67  6.2 

770 

71.4 

237 

22.0 

4 

0.4 
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TABLE  m. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 

(See  Note  a) . 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness  for  which  see 

Group  V.) 


Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 
( see  note  b) 

(2) 

Otherwis 

(3) 

e Total. 
(4) 

SKIN— 

Ringworm — Scalp  (By  X-Ray  Treatm’t) 

Other  Treatment 

1 .... 

— 

...  1 

Ringworm — Body  

3 .... 

— 

...  3 

Scabies 

23  .... 

— 

....  23 

Impetigo  

52  .... 

— 

...  52 

Other  Skin  Disease  

95  .... 

H 

t 

...  102 

MINOR  EYE  DEFECTS— 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.)  

54  .... 

....  54 

MINOR  EAR  DEFECTS  (see 

note  c)  

66 

. 4 ... 

...  70 

MISCELLANEOUS— 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries, 
chilblains,  etc.)  

bruises,  sores, 

367  

— 

...  367 

Total 

661  .... 

. 11  ... 

...  672 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 

No.  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Defect  or  Disease 

under  the 
Authority’ s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(D 

(note  b) 

(2) 

13) 

(4) 

128  .... 

27  

....  155 

Other  Defect  or  disease  of  the 
(excluding  those  in  Group  I.) 

Eyes 

2 

2 

Total  

128  .... 

29  

....  157 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were 


Prescribed 

Obtained 

(1) 

Under  the 

(11) 

(1) 

Under  the 

(11) 

Authority's 

Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Otherw 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

70  ...  . 

27  

. ...  70  

. ...  27 
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TABLE  III.— ( Continued ) . 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 


Under  the 

In  Hospital 

Received 

Authority’s 

apart  from  the 

other 

Total 

scheme,  in 

Authority’s 

forms  of 

number 

Hospital 
(see  note  b). 

scheme 

Total 

treatment 

treated 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  (ii)  (iii)  (iv) 

(i)  (ii)  (iii)  (iv) 

(i)  (ii)  (iii)  (iv) 

! 

00 

r-H 

I 

5 — 1 — 

5 1 9 — 

1 

16 

* (i)  Tonsils  only;  (ii)  Adenoids  only;  (iii)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids; 

(iv)  Other  conditions. 


Group  IV.— Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects.— (See  note  d). 


(1) 

Under  the  Authorities  Scheme 
( see  note  b ) 

(2) 

Otherwise 

Total 
Number 
Treated 
(see  note 
d) 

Residen’ial 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

(i) 

Residen’ial 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

(ii) 

Non- 

residential 
Treatment 
at  an 
Ortho- 
pasdic 
Clinic 

(iii) 

Residen’ial 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

(i) 

Residen’ial 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

(ii) 

Non- 

residential 
Treatment 
at  an 
Ortho- 
pedic 
Clinic 

(iii) 

Number 

of 

Children 

Treated 

... 

53 

... 

I 

54 

Group  V.— Dental  Defects. 


( 1 ) Number  of  children  who  were  : — 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  ; — 
Aged  : 

Routine  Age  Groups  : 


3  39 

4  113 

5  277 

6  333 

7 372 

8  381 

9  340 

10  393 

11  371 

12  282 

13  252 

14  92 


Total  3245 

Specials  (see  note  e)...  309 


Grand  Total  3554 

(b)  Found  to  require  treat- 

ment   1382 

(c)  Actually  treated  1365 


(2) 

Half-days  devoted  to 

I 

Inspections  

28 

Treatment 

353 

T otal  

381 

(3) 

Attendances  made 

by 

children  for  treatment..  3531 

(4) 

Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

. ...  1608 

Temporary  Teeth 

. ...  256 

Total 

. ...  1864 

(5) 

Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

...  578 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

...  2133 

Total  

. ...  2711 

(6) 

Administrations  of 

general  anaesthetics 

for 

extractions  . . . 

...  321 

(7) 

Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

...  633 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

, ...  272 

Total  

. ...  905 
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Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(See  note  f) . 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  3 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses 9145 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  224 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 

the  Local  Education  Authority  35 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  — 

NOTES  ON  TABLE  III. 


(a)  The  Table  deals  with  all  defects  treated  during  the  year,  however 
they  were  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.,  whether  by  routine 
inspection,  special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or 
previously. 

(b)  This  heading  includes  all  cases  that  received  treatment  under 
definite  arrangements  or  agreement  for  treatment  made  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Education  under 
Section  80  of  the  Education  Act,  1921.  Gases  which,  after  being  recom- 
mended for  treatment  or  advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received  treatment 
by  private  practitioners,  or  by  means  of  direct  application  to  Hospitals,  or 
by  the  use  of  hospital  tickets  supplied  by  private  persons,  etc.,  are  entered 
under  other  headings. 

(c)  If  any  treatment  is  given  for  more  serious  diseases  of  the  ear  (e.g., 
operative  treatment  in  hospital)  it  is  not  recorded  here. 

(d)  Particulars  as  to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Authority  for  pro- 
viding treatment  for  other  types  of  defects  (e.g.,  for  Orthopaedic  treat- 
ment) are  included  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

(e)  The  heading  "Specials”  in  this  Table  relates  to  all  children 
inspected  by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  the  routine 
inspection  of  children  in  one  of  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  Authority's 
approved  scheme,  namely,  to  children  specially  selected  by  her,  or  referred 
by  Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  etc.,  on  account  of  urgency.  The 
number  inspected  in  each  age  group  is  separately  shown,  as  well  as  the 
total,  but  under  “Specials”  only  the  total  number  is  given. 

(f)  A statement  as  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  for  cleansing  verminous  children  and  a record  of  the  cases  in 
which  legal  proceedings  were  taken,  is  included  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 
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